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Context and highlights
Wasleys Primary School is a small country school which has a long history in the local community. The old school house,
built in 1880, now contains two kitchens and an assembly area, and is currently utilised as a Play Centre space once a
week. The main school building was built in 1981 and houses our admin, resource centre, 3 classrooms and an art room.
We are well resourced, and our school is set in spacious grounds with a large kitchen garden to the rear, a sandpit,
cubby house, playground, music shed and oval providing students with lots options for play. Students are very
welcoming of new students and are encouraged to include others in their games to ensure everyone feels they belong.
Our school is developing a strong, positive reputation in the community and our enrolments are increasing. We currently
have 49 children in 3 class, providing individualised support responsive to the needs of all students, including students
with additional needs and talents. Japanese, Humanities and the Arts are three of our specialist areas.
Decision making bodies include a strong Governing Council and Student Representative Group who work hard to
continue to improve our school and learning programs. In 2020 the Student Group were involved in organising a Book
Sale, Casual Clothes Days, auditing the sand play equipment and purchasing new sports equipment. Our teachers are
friendly and knowledgeable and keep their skills and understandings up to date. Their current focus is on improving
student reading comprehension and writing outcomes.
Highlights in 2020 included:
We held a Skip-a-thon, Sports Day, Book week , Harmony / Bully No-Way Day, Science week, National Simultaneous
Storytime, Concert, Reconciliation Day, Premiers Reading Challenge, Premiers Be Active Challenge and the Book Cup.
Parent activities included Fundraising events, such as the Bakery Drive, Mothers Day and Fathers Day stalls and
Christmas raffle. Parents attended the End of Year Graduation and Concert. The school conducted an in-house
Remembrance Day service.

Governing council report
The Wasleys Primary School Governing Council (GC) for 2020 maintained a high level of interest and participation from
parents of all year levels, with 11 parents and Ann-Marie Ellis (Principal). Teachers took turns attending meetings over
the year. A fundraising subcommittee of the GC once again worked hard to raise much needed money for the school.
With COVID concerns reducing the amount of parent participation, a big thank you to Jenny Polley and Melissa Bywater
for their work.
The school started 2020 with 49 students and 3 classes. Ann-Marie Ellis was Acting Principal in term 1, with the Principal
position advertised. Ann-Marie won the position for the next 5 years. COVID19 presented some challenges, with students
learning from home, and teachers working very hard to make that happen in a short space of time. I would like to thank
all our teachers and support staff for their dedication and support to our children during this difficult and daunting period.
COVID19 impacted some activities, but students were still able to participate in events such as Harmony Day, Bully NoWay Day, Science week, National Simultaneous Storytime, Reconciliation Day, and Book Cup. The School Christmas
Concert was also able to be held on the school oval. Parent access to some of these events were restricted, but were
kept up to date through photo’s, online updates and on See-Saw. GC were still able to hold meetings, some of which
took place over Zoom. The Student Representative Council were involved in organising a Book Sale, Casual Clothes
Days, auditing and purchasing new sports equipment. While an ANZAC Day Ceremony was not able to be held, a school
wreath was laid at the epitaph at the Institute. The school conducted an in-house Remembrance Day service.
During the year GC reviewed and ratified Attendance Policy and provided feedback into Dress Code. Early in term 1 the
school lost use of Art Room due to severe termite damage. Plans have been drawn up to rebuild with improvements to
provide a more usable space, with works to be completed in 2021 and work has also begun on long awaited Nature Play
Space. After school clubs stopped when COVID impacted the time teachers had to prepare activities, however staff
continued to provide supervision for children of parents with work commitments until 4 pm 4 days a week. In term 3
Reading and Homework & Reading Club was established once a week. Play Centre was also able to continue 1 day a
week. Numbers will decrease in 2021 due to large cohort of children in Year 7 moving on to high school and only 2
coming from pre-school. Enrolments are also affected by children moving out of area and to schools closer to home.
Shona Shepherd
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Quality improvement planning
The Site Improvement Plan for 2020 was written by Tricia Joseph and implemented by Ann-Marie Ellis. Based on 2019
data the two areas identified for improvement were in Reading Comprehension and student Writing. The main focus of
writing was on correct use of punctuation, sentence structure and paragraphing. Targets were set against NAPLAN
results, which did not occur in 2020 so other data sets were used to measure progress.
To aid reading comprehension, staff further investigated the Big 6 of Reading and the simple view of Reading and
engaged in a Professional Learning Community reading a text aimed at providing evidence based practice to be
implemented in classes. This work will continue in 2021. Staff also engaged in professional development with our SLLIP
and developed an agreement (The 5 Mental Actions) for ensuring all children are explicitly taught age appropriate
Reading Comprehension strategies.
All students in the Junior and Middle classes were tested using PASM to check their Phonological Awareness as well as
those students who were identified as struggling readers in the Upper Primary class. Those who would benefit received
regular support in the Heggertty program. Heggertty was also introduced daily into the Junior Primary and Middle
Primary classes. Results in the Junior Primary class showed a need to deliver the Jolly Phonics program with fidelity and
rigour. Software was updated and a renewed focus on the initial 42 sounds, blending, segmenting and syllabification saw
results lift in term 4.
An audit of our levelled readers revealed a lack of texts at some levels and this was rectified with the purchase of new
books. Reading Doctor licenses were purchased to support students with gaps in their Phonics knowledge and all
students received regular Guided Reading instruction with their class teachers.
To lift student writing, students engaged in daily Quick Write sessions using a variety of different types of prompts. A
school wide genre map was developed and student writing was aligned to the reading genre studied in class. Teachers
undertook Brightpath Narrative training to assess and moderate student writing, gaining deeper knowledge about
individual student achievement and identifying next steps for teaching. We will consolidate this work in 2021 with a
continued focus on Narrative texts and moderation.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy.
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for
reading and numeracy.

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2020.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across
all cohorts.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than
six across all cohorts.

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2017 to 2020 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

*

*

25%

Middle progress group

*

*

50%

Lower progress group

*

*

25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

*

*

25%

Middle progress group

*

*

50%

Lower progress group

*

*

25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.
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NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2019

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 3 2017-2019 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2019

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2017-2019 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 7 2019

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 7 2017-2019 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August2020.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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School performance comment
Due to Covid, students did not undertake the NAPLAN tests.
PAT data was collected for students in years 1 - 7.
Results in PAT reading demonstrated that the majority of our students achieved the DfE standard of educational
achievement (SEA) in years 3 to 7.
100% of year 7 students achieved DfE SEA which was most pleasing. Of these students 4 achieved more than 12
months growth from their previous years test.
Results in PAT Maths indicate that 68% of students in years 3 to 7 achieved the DfE SEA of above. Again 100% of Year 7
students achieved this benchmark, with all demonstrating greater than 12 months growth.
In the absence of NAPLAN writing data we undertook moderation of narrative writing against the Brightpath tool, which
indicated that most children form year 1 - year 6 are achieving benchmarks in writing. 2020 was the first year that
Wasleys has been in the Brightpath programme. Teachers are using the tool to support writing growth for all students.
58% of students at the beginning of term 3 were achieving end of year standards.
The year 1 students again sat the Phonics Screening Check and scored the best result to date. However at only 43% we
realise that this will need to be a focus area in 2021 for our Junior Primary teacher. In 2021 we will continue to implement
the Heggertty Phonemic Awareness program introduced in 2020 to develop Phonetic ability.
Running Records data in Years 1 and 2 were disappointing. This data indicates a need for a strong focus on reading
development in our Junior Primary class in 2021. In 2020 we purchased Reading Doctor licenses to strengthen reading
skills for those most in need.
Students who require additional support work in small groups or individually with school support staff, either in class or
withdrawn.

Attendance
Year level

2017

2018

2019

2020

Reception

89.9%

93.1%

83.1%

89.5%

Year 1

N/A

96.7%

89.3%

86.2%

Year 2

92.0%

93.1%

93.1%

88.0%

Year 3

92.3%

93.1%

93.9%

83.6%

Year 4

91.2%

93.4%

93.5%

93.3%

Year 5

92.9%

98.3%

89.0%

81.9%

Year 6

95.1%

91.9%

93.0%

86.1%

Year 7

99.7%

94.3%

98.0%

84.2%

Total

93.4%

94.2%

91.9%

85.7%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Overall attendance in 2020 was under that of the previous 3 years. Covid 19 impacted on students attending school.
All absences are followed up by staff and newsletter articles are published around the importance of regular
attendance each term. The Attendance Policy was reviewed by staff and ratified by Governing Council. We also
sought out the service of our department Social Worker to work with families where attendance was a problem. We will
continue to work with families going forward to ensure that students attend every day when the school is open, unless
there are sound reasons for their absence.
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Behaviour support comment
In 2020 a new system was introduced to document inappropriate behavior for analyzing and addressing the frequency
of low level behaviors as well as extreme behaviors. In the main, students at Wasleys primary School followed the
Behavior Code. Breaches are followed up thoroughly, along with consultation with all stake holders and consequences
issued if deemed necessary. Parent / carer contact is an integral part of this process In 2020 we introduced the Kimochi
program to students to increase their awareness of their own feelings and acceptance of others. All students in the
Middle and Junior classes participated and a cohort of student regularly used these tools to talk through complex
situations. What's the Buzz social skills program was also introduced at a class level and followed in small group work
for student's needing extra support.
We take a strong stance on any form of bullying and explicity teach students to solve conflict in safe ways.

Client opinion summary
Nineteen people responded to the Parent Opinion survey, which was an increase from the previous 2 years.
80% or more of parents surveyed agree or strongly agree that
- the school communicates effectively with parents - parents know the standard of work the school expects of their
children
- teachers at Wasleys provide students with useful feedback about their school work
- parents have useful discussions with the school about their child's learning
- the school provides opportunity for parents to have input about student learning
- think that education at school is important to their child's future
100% of the parents surveyed talk with their children about what happens at school.
We acknowledge that their is a cohort of parents who would like more help from the school with their child's learning.
This will be a point of discussion with staff and governing council in 2021.

Intended destination
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

0

NA

Interstate/Overseas

2

33.3%

Other

0

NA

Seeking Employment

0

NA

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

1

16.7%

Transfer to SA Govt School

3

50.0%

Unknown

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2020.

Relevant history screening
All staff have a current history screening and this is monitored by the Business Manager to ensure they do not expire.
Due to COVID the opportunities to volunteer at the school were limited in 2020 to fundraising, who did not require a
screening check.
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Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and
workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

8

Post Graduate Qualifications

0

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

4.5

0.0

2.1

0

5

0

4

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Financial statement
Funding Source

Amount

Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Fund Raising
Other

$840,074
$0
$11,956
$3,905
$0

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2020 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Targeted funding for
individual students

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Other discretionary
funding

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement

Students are taught strategies to help them calm and solve problems in safe ways through Improvement engagement and conflict
1:1 or small group support, enhanced by implementation of new wellbeing programs
resolution between students.
("kimochis" and "what's the buzz").

Improved outcomes for students with N/A
an additional language or dialect

N/A

Inclusive Education Support Program

Supported students with literacy and numeracy learning. Students had individual Learning Improved outcomes for students with
Plans with literacy, numeracy and social / behavioral goals and were supported to achieve identified needs.
these goals through additional staffing.

Improved outcomes for
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early
years support

Classes have small numbers in literacy and numeracy and students had individual goals
Improvement in targeted areas for
targeted on literacy improvement. Students received additional support as required to
students.
meet their goals. Teachers were released to develop individual learning plans which were
shared with families at parent teacher interviews.

First language maintenance &
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support
Australian Curriculum

Primary Learning Improvement funding was used to release staff to work with SLLIP..

Staff developed skills to support student
reading comprehension.

Aboriginal languages programs
Initiatives

N/A

N/A

Better schools funding

Better School Funding was used to supplement the maintenance of a third class, reducing Smaller classes enabled more targeted
class size and increasing teacher to student ratio.
teaching of literacy and numeracy.

Specialist school reporting (as
required)

N/A

N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students N/A

N/A

