Term 1, Week 9 – 26th March 2021
ANNIE TERRACE, WASLEYS SA 5400 PHONE: (08) 8525 4073

FAX: (08) 8525 4036

EMAIL: dl.0469.info@schools.sa.edu.au WEBSITE: www.wasleysps.sa.edu.au

Wasleys Primary School newsletter
Important Dates
MARCH
29th Play Centre
30th Interviews

Swimming
Swimming at the Gawler Pool is the 31st March and the 1st April. Parents are not
allowed to stay with their children for the day. Make sure you sign your children
in and out of the pool. Pack plenty of food and water, sunscreen and a hat and a
towel. The weather is unpredictable at the moment so please pack some warm
clothes that children can get into between swims if needed.

5th Easter Monday PH

Last Day of Term 1
The last day of term 1 is the 9th April. Students are having a Wheels Day. We will
be heading up to the oval around 9am so the students can do laps of the oval or
courts. Students need to bring their “wheels” to school along with the
appropriate safety equipment. E.G helmets. Parents and caregivers are welcome
to come along and support their children.
Assembly will be at 1.40 pm in the activity room. If you have arranged for your
child to be dismissed early at end of term, you can collect them after the
assembly. There will be staff supervising until 3:10 for students that are staying.

8th Come & Try Hockey 3pm

Term 2 starts on Tuesday 27th April. Monday is the ANZAC Day public holiday

9th Wheels Day

Parent, Teacher, Student Interviews
A quick reminder that interviews are being held next Tuesday 30th March
between 3:15 and 7pm. Thank you for returning your booking sheets so
promptly. You should have received confirmation of your meeting time by now.
If not, please contact your child’s teacher to confirm.

31st Swimming

APRIL
1st Swimming
2nd Good Friday PH

9th Assembly 1:40pm
9th Term 1 ends
27th Term 2 starts

MAY
5th External Review

Upcoming External Review
As part of the Department’s continuous school improvement cycle, Wasleys
Primary will be involved in an external review process early next term. The
review is scheduled for 5th May. A parents letter is attached.

10th Governing Council
MATERIAL & SERVICE FEES 2021
Due By 19th March
Payment by Instalment form attached.
Please return to Front Office by Friday 12th
March
Applying for School Card please go online
and see attached information.
If you require any assisted please see Gail
(Finance Officer) on Thursday or Friday
All payments of Material & Service Fees
please deposit into school bank account.
BSB: 105 009
Account: 065598640
Reference: please insert family name

Harmony Day, Bullying No Way Day was celebrated on Friday the 19th March.
The students all ate lunch together in the lunch shed and made kites together
after lunch..

Belonging, Opportunity, Achievement, Teamwork

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear families,
I was overwhelmed by the response to our working bee on
Saturday March 13th. It was a rainy miserable day, but the
24 adults who attended pitched in achieved all the jobs on
the list. John made fast work of the landscaping with his
bobcat and after the groundwork was done, we were able
to get the borders, poles and mulch in place for our Nature
Play Space. Work continues with the plumbing completed
for the water race and more mulch going down on Tuesday.
We are currently sourcing moss rocks to edge the run off
area and sand circle so if anyone happens to have some
extras laying around, please let us know. We invite you to
check our Facebook page (Wasleys Primary School) to see
more photos from the working bee and the progress so far.
Our 2021 SRC has been formed and is meeting weekly. The
process for selecting our SRC chairperson and secretary is a
rigorous one, including applications, a peer panel and
interviews. The peer panellists take their role very seriously,
reading applications, collaboratively forming questions to
ask the applicants, running the interviews, reviewing
responses and reaching and consensus on the best
candidate. It is not an easy job, so a huge THANK YOU goes
to our peer panellists this year William, Hennesy and
Jordan. SRC will be very busy this year, with the additional
task of helping to develop guidelines for safe use of our
Nature Play Space.
Last Thursday, March 17th I attended Leaders’ Day, an
annual event where principals and preschool directors
across all sectors of educations are engaged in professional
learning. The Minister for Education and Chief Executive
provide leaders with updates on state initiatives and
progress toward creating a world class education system,
after which leaders attend a series of break-out sessions
designed to share effective practices to accelerate learner
achievement for all our children and young people.
One of the ways the department is supporting school to
accelerate student achievement is through the
development of literacy and numeracy guidebooks. These
guidebooks provide advice on evidence based practices
which have proven to accelerate student achievement. The
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guidebooks advise schools implement a systematic
synthetic phonics program from reception. The Jolly
Phonics and Grammar programs are highly prescribed and
systematic programs that are proven to create confident
readers, writers and spellers, if followed correctly. Both
programs have a strict weekly dictation requirement were
students are assessed on their weekly knowledge of writing
their tricky words in a grammatical context. Jolly Phonics
requires students to start writing their tricky words as early
as Week 6 in the program to ensure the skills of both
reading and writing are developed. This year there is a
renewed focus in our junior primary class on implementing
these programs with fidelity. This means that students may
have the same spelling words until they have passed the
dictation element of the program. Although this may be
frustrating for some parents and students, it is an important
element of the program so children learn to apply the
spelling within their written work. Helping them to practise
the words in short simple sentence at home will help them
move forward.
The upcoming external school review is another way the
department supports our work on continuously striving to
improve student learning outcomes. The last review was
conducted in June 2028 and the full report and
recommendations can be found on the school website. As
part of the evidence gathering process the review officer
and review principal will be asking questions from a range
of stakeholders including staff, parents and students to gain
a balanced and informed perspective. There is a letter
attached to this newsletter with more details and an
invitation to contact me if you have any further questions.
On Friday, March 18th I attended the Gawler Portfolio Day
where I participated in the first day of “The 5 Choices to
Extraordinary Productivity”, a program to build skills to
dramatically increase a person’s energy, focus attention and
prioritize tasks to increase productivity. The program
continues with online study and tasks, to practise and
further develop these skills. One aspect I am particularly
interested in (and have a personal goal to improve) is the
effective use of technologies to enhance productivity.
If I do not have the opportunity to see you before the
Easter break, I wish you all a safe and enjoyable long
weekend and a look forward to seeing you on the last day
of school for wheel day and assembly.
Kindest regards, Ann-Marie

Birthday Shout Outs
APRIL
5th Maddie

Meet Our SRC

www.play.afl/auskick
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